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Leveraging Integration and Evolution between International
Joint Ventures and Open Skies in Air
Abstract: The joint venture of international airlines born in the United
States has evolved into a new trend of global air transport restructuring. In
the United States, with the authorization of antitrust exemption as the connect-
ing link, the international joint venture and the open skies have achieved full




precondition for international joint venture which is actually the product of es-
corting by the U.S. foreign policy and its antitrust law, and there is no neces-
sary logical connection nor the universal rule between them. The vast majority
of international joint ventures and open skies in the world has already integrat-
ed, however, it still can not deny the legal logic that an international joint ven-
ture can construct in accordance with the traditional air services agreements.
China has already tried to establish an international joint venture and expand
its air freedom arrangements and has signed open skies agreements with a few
regions and countries such as ASEAN and Australia. Continuing to push for-
ward aviation liberalization is the necessary way for China’s international air
transport industry in the new era. However, it is necessary to gradually expand
the international joint ventures and apply the open skies based on Chinese na-
tional conditions.
Key words: joint venture of international airlines; open skies; air trans-
port agreement; market access; antitrust immunity
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